
Montpelier Energy 
Ordinance 
Development
PUBLIC MEETING 
AUGUST 20, 2019 6:00 – 7:30 PM
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Agenda
1. Welcome (Mayor Anne Watson)
2. Background

a. Montpelier’s Energy Goals
b. Act M-7 (H.547)

3. Montpelier Energy Advisory Committee (Kate Stephenson)
a. Strategies to get to net zero 

4. Context (Richard Faesy)
a. Benefits of Energy Information
b. Energy Disclosure Policies in the U.S.
c. Studies that Support Energy Information

5. Montpelier Energy Ordinance Development
a. Montpelier’s Charter Change Language
b. Potential Ordinance Elements for Montpelier

6. Suggestions and Ideas
a. Input from Participants

7. Summary and Next Steps
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Background

 Review of Montpelier’s energy goals 
 2050
 2030
 2019-2020

 Act M-7 (H.547) Charter Change Legislation
Sec. 2. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 5, § 301 is amended to read:  

§ 301. POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITY COUNCIL
(D) Regulation and enforcement of energy efficiency disclosure 

requirements for existing and new commercial and residential 
properties at the time a property is listed for sale.
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Montpelier Energy Advisory 
Committee
KATE STEPHENSON
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Montpelier’s Net Zero Plan

Plan overview
 The role of energy disclosure
Start with residential, but address all 

buildings over time
Resources to help home buyers and sellers
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Energy Labeling & Disclosure 
Context
RICHARD FAESY, ENERGY FUTURES GROUP
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How Energy Disclosure Supports 
Montpelier’s Energy Goals

DUNSKY ENERGY CONSULTING, Valuing 
Building Energy Efficiency through 
Disclosure and Upgrade Policies. 
Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 
(NEEP), November 2009.
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Vermont’s Energy Disclosure and Labeling History

2011
Governor’s 
Building Energy 
Disclosure 
Working Group

2011
Comprehensive 
Energy Plan

2013-2014
Act 89 –
Residential & 
Commercial 
Working Groups

2012
Thermal 
Efficiency 
Taskforce

1987
Energy Rated 
Homes of VT 
(HERS)

2016
Act 89 –
Progress 
Report to 
Legislature

2017 & 2018
S.118
Disclosure & 
Benchmarking 
Legislation 
(never passed)

2015-2017 REVEAL 
(Recognizing Efficiency 
Value through Energy 
Asset Labeling) 
Residential Labeling Pilot 
Program

2019
Act M-7 Montpelier 
Charter Change &
Act 62 Energy 
Labeling Working 
Groups

2019-2020
Montpelier 
Energy 
Disclosure 
Ordinance 
Development
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Informed Consumers Make Better 
Decisions

 Studies have shown that homes that disclose energy costs sell for 
higher price and faster

 Energy costs are just one factor in a larger decision, but homebuyers 
like having energy information, as they do with cars

 Low scores or high energy costs do not necessarily “kill” a sale; they 
just indicate opportunity to reduce energy costs
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Knowledge Is Power!
 Energy information with recommendations influences 

new home owners into making energy renovations
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Energy Disclosure Isn’t A New Idea

DUNSKY ENERGY CONSULTING, Valuing 
Building Energy Efficiency through 
Disclosure and Upgrade Policies. 
Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 
(NEEP), November 2009.
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As of June 
2019
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Benefits to Montpelier Buyers & Sellers

 Protects and rewards investments made in your 
home for energy efficiency and solar

 Helps the market to better value efficient homes 
with energy cost transparency

 Opportunities to roll energy improvement costs 
into the mortgage

 Consumer protection by helping buyers know 
what they are getting into
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Montpelier Energy Disclosure 
Ordinance Development
RICHARD FAESY, ENERGY FUTURES GROUP
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Act M-7 (H.547) of 2019

§ 301. POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITY COUNCIL

(D) Regulation and enforcement of energy efficiency 
disclosure requirements for existing and new 
commercial and residential properties at the time a 
property is listed for sale.
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Options for Moving Forward

 Vermont Home Energy Profile
 Automated Energy Model
 Home Energy Score or energy audit, but cost and time
 Act 62 of 2019: The Residential Building Energy Labelling 

Working Group and the Commercial and Multiunit 
Building Energy Labeling Working Group

 Hearing from stakeholders and residents of Montpelier
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Vermont Profile Landing Page
Homes will be searchable by parcel ID, SPAN # or address

CE Landing  - Address Search Home Energy Estimate

Check for address & data in HELIX

Solar & Certifications

Home assessment data



Baseline Estimate Can be Refined by Homeowner or 
Representative

Vermont Home Energy 
Profile available for 
download and 
automatically 
populates HELIX/MLS

Home energy features are easy to edit



Solar and Home Certifications Are Automatically 
Credited



Application to Montpelier Ordinance
HELIX Serves Reference Data and Manages MLS Links 

Landing  - Parcel 
ID / Address 

Search
AEM Baseline VT Report available via:

• CE front-end
• HELIX
• MLS
• VEIC?

Check for Solar / 
Certifications 

HELIX

Save data & 
profile link in 

HELIX

Create 
VT 

Profile

MLS

ClearlyEnergy

MLS

HELIX

Assessor DB

AEM+ or 
Certification

In Progress
• Data QA
• Compliance 

procedures



• Maintain MMBtu total 
energy usage wedge in 
‘Dashboard’
• Update reference MMBtu 

based on Clearly Energy 
best/worst case scenarios

• Achievements
• HELIX data where available or 

logic-based text dependent on 
user inputs

• Take Action!
• Logic-based text dependent 

on Achievements
• Generalized recommendations

Vermont Home 
Energy Profile 2.0



Discussion
FACILITATED BY MAYOR ANNE WATSON
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Discussion Questions
 What priorities would you have in the implementation 

of an energy disclosure ordinance? 
 What would make an ordinance work effectively and 

efficiently for home buyers and sellers? 
 What would you value in the implementation of an 

energy disclosure ordinance? 
 What potential obstacles could you see an energy 

disclosure ordinance facing? What suggestions would 
you have to work through those obstacles? 

 Are there any privacy issues we need to consider?
 Ideas, suggestions, recommendations…
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Next Steps…

Draft ordinance language after 
considering public and Realtor comments

Additional stakeholder discussions
Second public meeting to review 

ordinance language
City Council review
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Thank you for coming!
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Ordinance Elements (Draft)
Element Potential Solution

Market Sector • Start with single-family residential for sale
• Plan for commercial, multifamily (4+ units) and rental properties in the future

Labeling Tool • Vermont Home Energy Profile generated with Automated Energy Model (AEM)
• Allow Realtors, sellers or building professionals to generate the Profile
• Free (Efficiency Vermont subsidized) at this time

Trigger • Time of home listing
Enforcement & 
Penalties

• Set fine as a percentage of home listing or sale price to encourage compliance
• Enforce from beginning for consistency
• Set penalty time at half of the past 3-year average days on market
• Send warning notices well in advance of closing so sellers have time to take 

action and disclose Profile to prospective buyers
• Develop a form to be co-signed by sellers and buyers at time-of-closing to ensure 

compliance
Exemptions • Foreclosure sale, trustee’s sale, deed-in-lieu of foreclosure sale
Database • NEEP’s HELIX database for tracking and reporting
Support & 
Training

• Efficiency Vermont
• Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP)
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